
Elgin Independent School District 
1002 N. AVENUE C  ELGIN, TEXAS 78621 
PHONE (512) 281-3434  FAX (512) 281-5388 

  
 

ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS 
2015-2016 

  
Regular school attendance is essential for a student to make the most of his or her education—to 
benefit from teacher-led and school activities, to build each day’s learning on the previous day’s, and to 
grow as an individual. Absences from class may result in serious disruption of a student’s mastery of 
the instructional materials; therefore, the student and parent should make every effort to avoid 
unnecessary absences. Two state laws—one dealing with the required presence of school-aged 
children in school, e.g., compulsory attendance, the other with how a child’s attendance affects the  
award of a student’s final grade or course credit—are of special interest to students and parents. They 
are discussed below. 
 

Compulsory Attendance 
State law requires that a student between the ages of 6 and 19 attend school, as well as any applicable 
accelerated instruction program, extended year program, or tutorial session, unless the student is 
otherwise excused from attendance or legally exempt. 
 
State law requires attendance in an accelerated reading instruction program when kindergarten, first 
grade, or second grade students are assigned to such a program. Parents will be notified in writing if 
their child is assigned to an accelerated reading instruction program as a result of a diagnostic reading 
instrument. 
 
A student will be required to attend any assigned accelerated instruction program, which may occur 
before or after school or during the summer, if the student does not meet the passing standards on the 
state assessment for his or her grade level and/or applicable subject area. 
 
Age 19 and Older 
A student who voluntarily attends or enrolls after his or her 19th birthday is required to attend each 
school day until the end of the school year. If a student age 19 or older has more than five unexcused 
absences in a semester, the district may revoke the student’s enrollment.  
 
Prekindergarten and Kindergarten 
Students enrolled in prekindergarten or kindergarten are required to attend school and are subject to 
the compulsory attendance requirements as long as they remain enrolled. 
 

  



Failure to Comply with Compulsory Attendance 
School employees must investigate and report violations of the state compulsory attendance law. A 
student absent without permission from school; from any class; from required special programs, such 
as additional special instruction, termed “accelerated instruction” by the state; or from required tutorials 
will be considered in violation of the compulsory attendance law and subject to disciplinary action. 
 
Age 19 and Older 
After a student age 19 or older incurs a third unexcused absence, the district will send the student a 
letter as required by law explaining that the district may revoke the student’s enrollment for the 
remainder of the school year if the student has more than five unexcused absences in a semester. As 
an alternative to revoking a student’s enrollment, the district may implement a behavior improvement 
plan.  
 
Between Ages 6 and 19 
When a student between ages 6 and 19 incurs unexcused absences for three or more days or parts of 
days within a four-week period, the school will send a notice to the student’s parent, as required by law, 
to remind the parent that it is the parent’s duty to monitor his or her child’s attendance and to require 
the student to come to school. The notice will also inform the parent that the district will initiate truancy 
prevention measures and request a conference between school administrators and the parent.  
 
A court of law may also impose penalties against a student’s parent if a school-aged student is 
deliberately not attending school. A complaint against the parent may be filed in court if the student is 
absent without excuse from school on ten or more days or parts of days within a six-month period in the 
same school year. 
 
WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO HAVE YOUR CHILDREN IN SCHOOL: 
 If your child is absent, please send a written note explaining why or call the school. 
 If your child has been to the doctor, please send a doctor's note or have it faxed to the school. 
 If a student is absent 3 or more days in a four week period, or 10 days in a 6 month period, we are 

required by the State of Texas to have a written excuse. 
  
Not providing a legitimate written excuse could lead to your child being referred to the Court for truancy. 
 
If you have any questions about truancy, please contact Lisa Smith at (512) 281-3438 extension 1072.   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  


