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● All incoming 9th grade Pre-AP students must read TWO books over the summer. 
● Both of the following assignments are REQUIRED for Pre-AP English I.  
● The use of Google Classroom is highly recommended. The Google Classroom code for 

the Summer Reading assignments is j4kjohe. Here, students will be able to access 
detailed instructions, find resources to help prioritize the plot elements in each chapter of 
Lord of the Flies,contact the teachers, and turn in completed assignments. The audiobook 
and a PDF of the novel will also be available. If you download the Google Classroom 
App on your device, you can read (or listen to) the book anywhere. The App will also 
send you notifications/reminders about the projects.  

● These assignments are Major Grades; failure to complete these assignments will result in 
two failing Major Grades, AND the inability to successfully complete other in-class 
projects based on the assignments. 

Book #1 Assignment Options (Due on the first day of school!) 

Lord of the Flies 
by William 

Golding 

This document along with more detailed instructions for each option are 

posted on Google Classroom (class code is j4kjohe). 
● Dialectical Journal - A journal in which students record 

observations, questions, predictions, reactions… about what they 
read. Your dialectical journal will include ten 2-part entries; each 
entry must include (1) an excerpt from the text with (2) analysis 
focusing on a specific literary device (see Google Classroom). 

● The conch is a symbol of social order and authority in the book. 
Make a display of 3-5 other objects that are symbols in the novel. 
With each object, prepare a note card using quotes from the book to 
support the meaning you assign each object. Include a one page 
explanation of your symbol gathering process.  

● Create a pictorial representation of “The Beast.” You can present 
a realistic or an impressionistic depiction. Be inventive with your 
choice of medium and design. Include a one-page summary that 
explains your creation and includes two or more quotes from the 
novel to support your depiction of the beast. 

● Make a 3D Model or draw a Color Map of the island. Include 
important locations such as Castle Rock, the scar, the bathing pool, 
the mountain, etc. With at least three quotes from the novel to support 
your model or drawing, write a one-page summary that explains your 
entire map. 

● Imagine that a Graphic Novel edition of Lord of the Flies is going to 
be released. Choose ten scenes or events from the book that would 
make interesting illustrations. Draw the scenes, describe what the 
pictures show and explain where in the book you would insert them. 
Include a quote from the scene with each illustration to support your 
choice. 

 

Book #2 Assignment (Due on the first day of school!) 



 

Choose one book 
from the Book Two 
Choice List below. 

Choose and complete FIVE of the following; each must be  ½ page typed 
(12 point, Times New Roman font, double spaced) and include at least 
one supporting quote from the book. 
 

1. Summarize one section of the book: identify your “section” as 
beginning, middle, end, etc… this must be a significant part of the 
story. 

2. Describe two of the main characters. Be sure to include physical 
description as well as clues to their personalities. 

3. Relate an event from the book to something in your own life. How 
were your feelings different or similar to the characters’? How are you 
like or different from a character? 

4. Describe the setting of the book—either the book as a whole or 
choose one scene. Include details about location (physical setting), 
time and place (historical setting), and why it is important to the story. 

5. Predict what you think will happen in the next few chapters of the 
book. (Obviously, you must not be finished with the book when you 
answer this question.) 

6. Write about the book’s message/theme. What is it? Is there more than 
one? 

7. Choose a scene from the book and create your own description using 
figurative language. 

 
Book Two Choice List 
Choose ONE book from the list below to read as a second novel and complete 6 journal entries as you 
read. All the books below have been on AP literature tests in the past.  
**SOME BOOKS have adult language and content - be sure to consult your parent/guardian. 
A Raisin in the Sun—Lorraine Hansberry 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn—Betty Smith 
The Age of Innocence—Edith Wharton 
Armies of the Night—Norman Mailer 
As I Lay Dying—William Faulkner 
The Awakening—Kate Chopin 
Alice in Wonderland--Lewis Carroll 
An Autobiography of my Mother—Jamacia Kincaid 
Autobiography of Malcolm X-—Malcolm/Haley 
The Beekeeper’s Apprentice-—Laurie King 
Beloved---Toni Morrison 
A Bend in the River—V.S. Naipaul 
Billy Budd—Herman Melville 
The Bluest Eye-Toni Morrison 
Brave New World—Aldus Huxley 
The Brothers Karamazov—Fydor Dostoevski 
Black Boy—Richard Wright 
Black Like Me—John Howard Griffin 
Call of the Wild—Jack London 
Candide—Voltaire 

Cat’s Eye—Margaret Atwood 
Catcher in the Rye—J.D. Salinger 
Cold Mountain—Charles Frazier 
Catherine, Called Birdy—Karen Cushman 
Catch 22—Joseph Heller 
Chinese Cinderella-- Adeline Yen Mah 
Clear Light of Day—Anita Desai 
Dune—Herbert Frank 
Estrella`s Quinceanera--Malin Alegria 
Flowers for Algernon—Daniel Keyes 
Frankenstein—Mary Shelley 
Gulliver’s Travels—Jonathan Swift 
Heart of Darkness—Joseph Conrad 
Hound of the Baskervilles—Arthur Conan Doyle 
Hunchback of Notre Dame—Victor Hugo 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings—Maya Angelou 
Jane Eyre—Charlotte Bronte 
Kidnapped—Robert Lewis Stevenson 
Little Women—Lousia May Alcott 
Lonesome Dove—Larry McMurtry 



 

Native Son—Richard Wright 
No More Dead Dogs—Korman 
Our Town—Thorton Wilder 
A Passage to India—E.M. Forster 
Ragtime—E. L. Doctorow 
The Red Badge of Courage—Stephen Crane  
Roots—Alex Haley 
Slaughterhouse Five—Kurt Vonnegut  
Something Wicked this Way Comes—Bradbury 
Speak—Laura Anderson 
Stranger in a Strange Land—Robert Heinlein 
The Awakening—Kate Chopin 
The Bluest Eye—Toni Morrison 
The Chocolate War—Robert Comier 
The Color Purple—Alice Walker 
The Count of Monte Cristo—Alexander Dumas 
The Crystal Cave—Mary Stewart 
The Good Earth—Pearl Buck 
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy—Douglas Adams 
The Hollow Hills—Mary Stewart 
The Joy Luck Club—Amy Tan 
The Jungle—Upton Sinclair 

The Martian Chronicles—Ray Bradbury 
The Princess Bride—William Goldman 
The Summer of my German Soldier-Greene 
Things Fall Apart—Chinua Achebe 
The Things They Carried—Tim O’Brian 
Their Eyes Were Watching God—Zora Neal Hurston 
Tom Jones—Henry Fielding 
Treasure Island—Robert Louis Stevenson 
Up From Slavery-—Booker T. Washington 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin—Harriet Beecher Stowe 
White Fang—Jack London 
Watership Down—Richard Adams 
Wuthering Heights—Emily Bronte 
*Any Novel by the following authors 
 William Shakespeare (plays, not poetry) 
 John Steinbeck 
 JRR Tolkien 
 Walter Dean Meyers 
 CS Lewis 
 Charles Dickens 
 Mark Twain 
 Ernest Hemingway

 
Grading Rubric 
Book 1 - 100 possible Points 
25 points each:   

● Originality - How unique and creative is your project? Is original thought evident? 
● Development - How well is your project organized? How polished is the final product? 
● Focus/Cohesion - Is the project developed with strategy, purpose, connection? 
● Conventions - Is the project free of technical errors in spelling, punctuation, grammar…? 

 
Book 2 - 100 Possible Points 
Each Question answered is worth 20 points based on successful use of literary analysis, text evidence, 
originality, and conventions. The answers to these questions should contain an original analysis of the text 
that, in turn, reveals the student has read and understands the novel. 

Questions?  
Email heather.clapper@elginisd.net or kathryn.miller@elginisd.net. 

 
Return this acknowledgment page (with your signature and the signature of your 

parent/guardian) to your current 8th Grade English Teacher BEFORE Friday, May 24th. 
 

Pre-AP English I: Summer Reading Project Acknowledgment: 

I have read, understand and agree to the Pre-AP English I Summer Reading Assignment, 

its requirements, instructions and expectations. 



 

 

Date: ___________________ 

 

Student Signature: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Student Email: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Email: ________________________________________________________ 

 
Questions?  

Email heather.clapper@elginisd.net or kathryn.miller@elginisd.net 
OR 

 comment on Google Classroom, the code for Pre-AP English I: Summer Reading is j4kjohe. 
 


