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January 26, 2021 

Dear Elgin ISD Families and Staff,  

Although 2020 is behind us, we still have many challenges ahead before we find our way back 

to a sense of normal.  All of us are eager to return to school in-person and back to a regular 

schedule; however, that is not likely to occur before the end of the school year.  For now, we 

will continue to offer both remote and in-person instruction, as defined in our Return to Learn 

Plan. 

Our primary concern continues to be the health and safety of our students and staff as well as 

remaining operational, to the greatest extent possible. I am extremely grateful that we have 

been able to keep schools open, with limited disruption to our instructional programs.  

However, since our return from the holidays, we have seen a substantial increase in the 

number of COVID-19 test-confirmed positive cases within the District.  In fact, in just the past 

three weeks, we have exceeded the cumulative total of positive cases reported from August to 

December.  Additionally, both Bastrop and Travis Counties remain at a Stage 5 risk level.  It is 

important to note that the majority of test-confirmed positive cases are not a direct result of 

students/staff being in the buildings, as confirmed by our contact tracing; rather, it continues 

to be the result of activities that people engage in outside of school.   

With that said, in an effort to slow the spread of the virus and/or mitigate any further outbreaks, 

please be advised of the following: 

Vaccine Distribution:  Elgin ISD is partnering with Bastrop County to communicate opportunities 

for our Elgin ISD families and community to receive the COVID-19 vaccination at a site provided 

by Bastrop County Cares.  In order to be placed on a waiting list to receive the vaccine, you will 

need to complete a registration survey online at https://COVAC.info.  If you do not have access 

to a computer, smart phone, or tablet, you may call 866-268-2289.  Anyone 18 years of age 

or older is eligible to sign up to receive the vaccine administered by Bastrop County. Everyone 

who preregisters will be contacted for an appointment when a vaccine is available.  Please 

note, the county pre-registration opportunity is not exclusive. Everyone should take advantage 

of every opportunity to get the vaccine as soon as possible, whether that be through your 

Primary Care Physician (if they are a vaccine provider) or with local pharmacies and other 

providers. The objective is to get the vaccine to every citizen that wants it in Bastrop County 

and other counties as soon as possible. 

COVID-19 Testing in Elgin ISD: Elgin ISD has been approved by the Texas Education Agency to 

administer a COVID-19 testing program on a voluntary basis to our PK-12 students.  This 

program uses Abbott Laboratories BinaxNOW tests provided by the federal government and is 

free of charge to our families. Only EISD students who exhibit COVID-19 symptoms during the 

school day and have parent consent can receive the BinaxNOW rapid test.  The tests are being 

offered in addition to existing safety protocols such as mask-wearing, social distancing, and 

frequent disinfection of surfaces. Parents/guardians can obtain a parent consent form from 

https://www.elginisd.net/Domain/3104
https://www.elginisd.net/Domain/3104
https://covac.info/
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their child’s school or from the district‘s website at https://www.elginisd.net/Domain/3090. 

Please contact your child‘s school if you have any questions regarding the Binex Rapid Antigen 

Testing Program. 

Extracurricular Activities:  For many of our extracurricular activities (i.e. band, dance, cheer, 

etc.), we have scaled back participation, especially with out-of-town competitions while we 

remain at the higher stages of risk levels (4 and 5).  We will continue to monitor this situation 

and adjust, as appropriate.  With regard to athletic activities, please note the following: 

 While in Stage 5, spectators will not be allowed for indoor athletic events (i.e. 

basketball).  If we move to Stage 4 before the end of the season, we will allow for a 

limited number of spectators (two “will-call” tickets per athlete). 

 

 While in Stage 4 or Stage 5, outdoor sports, including soccer, baseball, and softball, will 

allow for a limited number of spectators (two “will-call” tickets per athlete). Social 

distancing and mask wearing at these events will be required at all times for all 

spectators. 

 

 While in Stage 4 or Stage 5, spectators will not be allowed to attend District track meets 

hosted by Elgin ISD. The number of participating students/districts and planning for a 

safe event creates several logistical challenges for our coaches and staff that we simply 

cannot supervise adequately. 
 

We will continue all such efforts, as described above, until it is deemed safe to expand our 

operations and participation with in-school and out-of-school activities and events.  In the 

meantime, I sincerely appreciate your understanding and consideration, as we continue to 

prioritize the health and safety of our staff, students, and families. 

For now, we continue to look forward with optimism and hope.  Thank you for your continued 

support. 

 

Dr. Jodi Duron 

Elgin ISD Superintendent 

 
 

 

https://www.elginisd.net/Domain/3090

