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October 9, 2020 

Dear Elgin ISD Families and Staff,  

As we approach the end of our first 9-week grading period, we look forward to welcoming 
another group of students back to “in-person” learning beginning October 19, 2020. These 
students originally chose remote instruction and have now requested to return to “in-person” 
learning.   

As a reminder, a request to change from “remote” to “in-person” can be made, but only at the 
end of a grading period and with at least two weeks’ notice to the campus principal.  If this is 
a consideration for your family, the next opportunity to change from “remote” to “in-person” 
would be the third grading period, which begins January 6, 2021.  The request to make this 
change must be made to the campus principal no later than December 4, 2020 (which is two 
weeks prior to the winter break).  Also, parents wanting to change from “in-person” to “remote” 
instruction can do so at any time for health/safety reasons. 

With that said, we currently have approximately 60% of our students accessing instruction 
remotely.  Many of these students are showing satisfactory progress by keeping up with their 
attendance, academic studies, and assignments. However, we are also finding that some of 
our students are not being successful in this mode of learning.  Whether it is due to a lack of 
adult supervision, internet or technical difficulties, other distractions in the home, or 
attendance problems that are preventing students from being academically successful, we 
cannot continue to allow our students to fall behind any further.  In these particular 
circumstances, campus principals will be contacting families to arrange to have their students 
return to “in-person” learning as early as October 19, 2020.  

Keeping in mind the safety and well-being of all students, staff, and community, we will 
continue to enforce our safety protocols and follow the guidance of our local health authorities 
to the greatest extent possible.  I especially want to acknowledge the diligence shown by our 
students and staff to follow on-campus safety procedures.  Positivity rates of COVID-19 have 
continued to decline in both Bastrop and Travis Counties, and specifically, positive cases have 
been relatively low in Elgin ISD.  We must all remain vigilant in our efforts to continue this 
downward trend. 

As more students return to in-person, it will become more difficult to ensure social distancing 
among students.  However, the enforcement of face coverings during the day, the installment 
of desk shields, and the practice of cohorting students have proven to be effective strategies 
to mitigate potential spread of the virus.  Equally important is the pre-screening process that 
must be done prior to the student arriving to campus each day.  Students must not be sent to 
school if, in fact, they are displaying any symptoms that may be COVID-19 related.   

With flu season right around the corner, I would encourage families to get a flu shot.  It can be 
an added layer of protection to prevent the potential spread of the flu virus,  especially with a 
competing virus like COVID-19, which currently has no vaccine or treatment yet available.  To 
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support families in this effort, Elgin ISD students will be able to get a FREE flu shot through our 
flu clinic, which is scheduled to take place on October 30, 2020.  Our “in-person” learners will 
receive the flu shot on their respective campus, and “remote learners” will be able to get their 
flu shot at the Elgin High School (small) gym from 9am to 1pm on October 30th.  If you would 
like your student to get a flu shot, you will need to sign a consent form, which has already been 
emailed to families. If you did not receive the consent form, I would encourage you to contact 
the school’s nurse for assistance.  All consent forms must be returned no later than October 
21, 2020, if you want your student to receive the flu shot. 

Finally, I would like to thank you for your patience and cooperation, as we continue to navigate 
the challenges of asynchronous learning – both remotely and in-person.  Nothing about this 
has been easy.  Not for our students, parents, teachers, or staff.   Yet we remain resilient and 
continue our resolve to ensure the health and safety of our school community until we can find 
our way back to some sense of normalcy.    

Until then, I am grateful for your continued support during these challenging times.  Even in 
the midst of a pandemic, it is a privilege to serve our entire Elgin ISD Family.   

Stay well. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Jodi Duron 
Elgin ISD Superintendent 


