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August 17, 2021 
 
Dear Elgin ISD Families and Staff,  
 
Last night the District announced that masks would be required for all students, staff, parents, and 
visitors in Elgin ISD buildings and on buses “effective immediately” and “until further notice.”  I 
recognize that the timing of this announcement was not ideal; however, we remain fluid in our 
decision-making based on the current conditions we find ourselves in.   
 
This specific decision was made after reviewing the status of various legal orders from entities that 
have jurisdiction over Elgin ISD, CDC guidance, local health authority recommendations, and in 
consultation with the District’s legal counsel, as well as considering the safety and well-being of our 
students and staff.     
 
I want to be clear that EISD’s mask mandate is lawful and does not violate any order currently 
governing the District.  The Governor of Texas has issued an Executive Order that indicates schools 
and other governmental entities may not require masks to be worn.  However, on August 11 and 13, 
Travis County Judge Andy Brown issued orders requiring face coverings for all students, staff, and 
visitors over the age of two (2) while on school property or school buses during Stages 3, 4, or 5, as 
set for in the Austin Public Health’s Risk-Based Chart. Soon after, on August 15, 2021, two court 
orders were issued by Travis County District Court Judge Jan Soifer that temporarily prohibit the 
Governor of Texas from enforcing his order which prohibits school district’s from requiring masks. 
 
Thus, with Governor Abbott’s order suspended in Travis County and across the state, and a valid 
court order requiring all schools within Travis County to require masks, Elgin ISD made the decision 
to require masks in all EISD buildings and buses.   
 
I understand how frustrating this situation is to many of you.  It is frustrating to me, the Board of 
Trustees, and the staff to be caught in a political battle between various governmental entities.  I 
urge you to show patience and grace to District staff and each other as we navigate this uncertain 
time.  With this ever-changing landscape, you can expect to receive more communication from me on 
this issue as the situation evolves. 
 
In the meantime, please continue to refer to our Return to Learn Plan, which outlines other safety 
protocols we are implementing to ensure the safety of our students and staff. 
 
Our greatest strength in Elgin ISD is our sense of community and support for each other – our One 
Town, One Team, One Town mentality.  Although I recognize that there are differing opinions on the 
use of masks, I am hopeful that we will pull together as a community during these times, think of 
others before ourselves, and be respectful of one another.  
 
As we continue our important work, I know that with your support, our students will be successful.  I 
look forward to the great things that will happen in Elgin ISD this year! 
  
Sincerely, 
Dr. Jodi Duron 
Elgin ISD Superintendent 


