
Front Row: Gary Snowden, Bishop Mayes, Homer Johnson, Betty Martin Meyer, Phillip Villarreal, Nell Griffin Lind, J.P. Schroeder, Pat Chapel Gustafson, Jerry Thormahlen 
Back Row: Eric Carlson, Ken Daughtry, John Altmiller, Lynn Ray Gustafson,  Dr. Dwight Lind, Ronny Arbuckle, Larry Davenport, Rodney Marburger, Wayne Lind  | September 26, 2011 

 The Elgin Independ-
ent School District 
(Elgin ISD) first in-
cluded athletic competi-
tion in its curriculum in 
1910, the same year that 
the University Interscho-
lastic League (UIL) was 
organized. The Elgin 
Depot Museum’s current 
exhibit “Glory Days, The 
History of Sports in El-
gin,” brought many El-
Hi alumni together on 
the weekend of Septem-
ber 24 to celebrate, re-
member and honor the 
importance of athletics in 
our history. Competition 
creates a bond and inter-
est that unites our com-
munity. 

 Friday afternoon, 
September 23, a group of 
approximately 65 of the 
1950s athletes and some 
spouses gathered to re-
new acquaintances and 
remember accomplish-
ments that have grown 
through the years in their 
stories. The group then 
attended the homecom-
ing football game be-
tween Manor and Elgin. 
Even though Elgin did 
not win the game, the 
group was amazed with 
the facilities that the El-
gin ISD now provides 
for athletic competition. 
And the group was cer-
tainly impressed that 
they could ride the eleva-

tor to the press box and 
walk out and sit on the 
top rows of the stadium! 
 This athletes’ gath-
ering was an impromptu 
affair arranged at the last 
minute - no formal invi-
tations were sent, only 
notice through some 
emails and notice in the 
Courier. The Elgin 
Alumni Association en-
courages happenings 
such as this to foster the 
camaraderie of life that 
we experienced in at-
tending Elgin schools 
and to build anticipation 
in the next Purple and 
White Jubilee to be held 
in 2015.  

Contributed by Sydna Arbuckle (Class of 1957) 

The Elgin Alumni Association added a new function to last year’s Western 
Days weekend. Following the Saturday morning parade, many ex-students met 
at the Middle School to enjoy a potluck lunch while renewing old friendships. 
The “townies” provided all the side dishes while the out-of-town visitors picked 
up chicken, barbecue and hot sausage. All agreed that the respite from the 
heat, the good food and the fun atmosphere were highlights of the weekend. 
EAA is planning another potluck lunch for 2012 so watch for details to be advised later.  

Contributed by Judy Davis (Class of 1960) 
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Former Elgin High School Athletes attend opening of   
“The Glory Days” exhibit at the Elgin Depot Museum 

 As the holiday season approaches, we want 
to thank you for your support of the Elgin 
Alumni Association and we want to wish you 
and your family the best. 
  

 We hope you enjoy this fourth issue of the 
Elgin Epilogue. 
 

 Plans are being made for our second Purple 
and White Jubilee which will be in April of 
2015. Debbie Cartwright, Class of 1969, and I, 
Class of 1965, will be Co-event Chairpersons for 
this Jubilee. We are also going to have our 2nd 
Alumni Western Days “Pot Luck” Luncheon in 
June 2012. The Elgin Education Foundation will 
have their annual golf tournament in April of 
2012. As we grow, we hope to have more ac-
tivities for our alumni. Email Connie Núñez 
(cnunez@elginisd.net) with your class reunion 
plans and we will gladly post the information on 
our web site. We need more help so please let 
us know if you would like to get involved. 
 

 To all Elgin Wildcat Alumni throughout the 
world, we hope to see you in 2015! 
 

~ Donna Snowden 

The Newsletter of the 
Elgin Alumni Association 

December 2011, Issue 4 

From the President ... 



We urge all to join the Elgin Alumni Association 
and keep in touch with friends and happenings. 
Annual membership dues are $10 per year, 
payable January 1st. However, if you don’t 
want to keep up with annual dues, we suggest 
a lifetime membership for $100. 
 
Make checks payable to Elgin Alumni  
Association and send to: 
 

Elgin Alumni Association 
PO Box 351 
Elgin TX 78621 

Become a member! 

EAA Executive Committee 
 

President, Donna Snowden 
Vice President, Darrell Carlson 
Secretary, Glynda Schroeder 
Treasurer, Willie Haywood, III 

Membership Chairman, Judy Davis 
Web Master, Connie Nuñez 

———————- 

Elgin High School Principal, Janis Linder 
Superintendent of Schools, Bill Graves 

 

 When the plea for sports information 
and memorabilia went out from the Elgin 
Depot Museum, Jerry Thormahlen realized 
that the museum needed a larger computer 
to preserve facts and documents about El-
gin. He notified his 1955 Elgin High School 
football team and asked that they consider 
contributing money to purchase the com-
puter. The team responded immediately and 
the museum now has this computer in use. 

 Sydna and Ronny Arbuckle honored the 
team members and the museum exhibit 
committee with a breakfast on September 
24 just prior to the opening of “Glory Days, 
The History of Sports in Elgin” at the mu-
seum. The group then adjourned to the ex-
hibit opening with the present El-Hi cheer 
leaders leading the group in cheers for the 
Wildcats. Sam Harper of the University 
Interscholastic League spoke briefly about 
the history and regulations of the UIL. The 
exhibit at the Elgin Depot Museum will 
continue through January 2012. If you have 
not seen it, we encourage you to see some 
of our “Glory Days”. 

1955 Football Team  
Gives Computer to  

Elgin Depot Museum 

Contributed by Sydna Arbuckle (Class of 1957) 

∗ December 2, 2011 
Elgin ISD Education Foundation  
“Dancing with the Stars” Fundraiser 
 

∗ April 27, 2012 
Elgin ISD Education Foundation Golf 
Tournament (Time & Location TBA) 
 

∗ June 1, 2012 
Elgin High School Class of 2012 
Graduation 
 

∗ June 22 & 23, 2012 
Elgin Western Days & Alumni 
Potluck Luncheon (Elgin Middle 
School Cafeteria) 
 

∗ April 24-26, 2015 
Purple and White Jubilee 
 

 I received an email from Donna Lundgren 
Snowden asking me to write a short article 
for the “Elgin Epilogue”. It kind of startled 
me at first that someone would ask me to 
write an article about anything. I will do my 
best so hang on. 
 

 I am a graduate of the Class of 1964. I 
worked for Southwestern Bell Telephone for 
thirty-five years. I served four and a half 
years on the Elgin School Board with the last 
two and a half years as President. My wife 
Carole has worked for Elgin ISD for over 20 
years and is an Administrative Assistant to 
the Principal at Phoenix High School, which 
is the alternative school for the district. We 
have two sons that are graduates of Elgin 
High, Matt class of 1995 and Clint class of 
2001. Matt is in his third year teaching at 
Elgin High and Clint is a Captain for the San 
Marcos Fire Dept. Both of our sons had great 
teachers while attending Elgin schools and 
received a good education. The lady that 
asked me to write this article is one of these 
teachers and one of my classmates, Joyce 
Magnuson Hartmann, is the other one. Both 
of these ladies were of great influence in our 
sons’ education. 
 

 The reason for this article is to tell you 
first hand about what the Elgin Education 
Foundation has done for our teachers. My 
son Matt, in his second year of teaching, ap-
plied for a grant from the foundation for one 
of his science classes. It was a sizeable 
amount for a 3-D computer program for his 
anatomy class. He received this grant and it 
is now being used in various classes at the 
high school. These grants have been going on 
for several years now and have supplemented 
what the district could not afford to do. To 
have the monies for these grants, the Elgin 
Education Foundation needs donations. The 
Class of 1964, in the past year, has started 
giving a memorial of $250.00 in the name of 
each classmate that has passed on. These 
classmates are Donny Dyer, Mary Flores 
Reynosa, Joyce Magnuson Hartmann, and 
Diana Kipp Tyler. We now have given a total 
of $1,000.00. We challenge each of the 
alumni classes to follow what the Class of 
1964 has done. All of us can make a big dif-
ference in the education of Elgin’s students 
in the coming years. The Elgin Educators 
Foundation is an easy way to accomplish 
this. 
 

 GO PURPLE AND WHITE! 

Contributed by Larry Foehner (Class of 1964) 

Send reunion info to 
cnunez@elginisd.net. 

We are sorry to announce that the oldest alumnus, 
Ila Griffin LeNoir, who attended the 2010 Purple 
and White Jubilee, passed away this past year. 
Mrs. LeNoir was 94 when she was spotted all over 
Elgin attending every event of the Jubilee. She 
lived in Houston at the time of her death and was 
a member of the Elgin High School Class of 1932. 
No one enjoyed the reunion more than she did. She 
always had a smile on her face and faithfully read 
the Elgin Courier. She will be missed.  

Honor an alumni with a memorial donation 
to the Elgin Alumni Association. 

Visit our web site for more information.  
http://alumni.elginisd.net/ 

The Decade of the 1960s will be in charge of 
helping with the 2015 Purple and White Jubilee. 
The 60s will have a hard time following the 
Classes of the 1950s who were responsible for 
many things that were planned and accomplished 
for the first Jubilee. Who doesn’t remember 
“Respect” by Aretha Franklin or “Like a Rolling 
Stone” by Bob Dylan? Don’t forget the Right-
eous Brothers, the Beach Boys and the Beatles! 
Woodstock, Vietnam, and hippies changed our 
whole world perspective. Calling on all classes 
of this decade to come join in to help this jubilee 
to be as good as the last one was!  

Purple & White Jubilee 
2015  

Contributed by Donna Snowden (EAA President) 


